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The Chang Tang Region

The Chang Tang Nature Reserve was established in 1993 and covers the full northwest quarter of the Tibet Autonomous Region. With an area of 298,000 km2, the reserve is about the size of the American state of Arizona and is the third largest nature reserve in the world. The reserve protects a vast region of high altitude grasslands that average about 4500 m in elevation and are home to many unique species of wildlife, such as large roaming herds of Wild Yak, Tibetan Antelope, Tibetan Wild Ass, and Tibetan Gazelle. At the time of its establishment, the most urgent issue facing the reserve was the much publicized mass poaching of Tibetan antelope for the shahtoosh shawl trade by heavily-armed gangs of poachers. However, since the establishment of the reserve, and with it the rigorous enforcement of wildlife protection laws, the Tibetan antelope population has rebounded from a low of about 50,000 in the early 1990s to about 150,000 today. 

In recent years, the largest problems facing the reserve have been the overexploitation of the reserve's limited resources, particularly pasture resources; the widespread fencing of the reserve's grasslands to comply with China's national pasture privatization policy, which directly threatens wildlife by blocking animal migration routes and excluding wild ungulate herds from the region's best pasturelands; a growing problem of human-wildlife conflict involving both the reserve's predator and ungulate species as the populations of both humans and livestock in the reserve continue to grow; and finally climate change, which is having severe impacts on the fragile high altitude ecology of the reserve. 
WWF has taken a variety of innovative approaches to resolving recently emerging issues in the Chang Tang Region which include:  

· Starting a program of environmental education for both nature reserve staff and the general public; 

· Issuing numerous policy statements on grassland management issues to all levels of local and national government, in particular with regard to the problem of widespread fencing of grasslands; 

· Establishing several human-wildlife conflict compensation funds to mitigate the economic losses to wildlife of the poorest residents of the Chang Tang Region; 
· Undertaking original field research to assess specific threats to wetlands and the impact of climate change on the region.
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