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Climate Change Programme
Climate Change is having a tremendous impact on the water sources and fragile ecology of the Tibetan Plateau. Although the rapid melt off of glaciers in the Himalayan Region has received frequent widespread attention in the international media, much less well known is the alarming impact climate change is having on the sparsely populated interior of the Tibetan Plateau. These impacts include the rapid melt off of glaciers on isolated but regionally important "snow peaks" that are scattered across the arid northern plateau; the disappearance of permafrost and the drying up of important wetlands and streams that ensues; the drying up of lakes as evaporation rates increase with rising temperatures; and increasingly unpredictable precipitation patterns, with less precipitation occurring at the height of summer when it is most needed for pasture growth. These developments not only threaten the survival of wild plants and animals, but also threaten livelihoods as well as plans for the economic development of the entire Tibetan Plateau. The most important indicator of climate change is temperature, which has been rising on the plateau at a rate of about 0.17(C/decade over the last three decades. It is predicted that at the current rate of warming, many glaciers on the Tibetan Plateau will completely disappear in coming decades and with them many important sources of water for residents of both the Tibetan Plateau and surrounding lowlands throughout East, Southeast, and South Asia.

WWF is presently conducting research to document the impacts of climate change on the Tibetan Plateau, and findings are being used to plan future conservation efforts and to lobby world leaders to take action to halt climate change resulting from greenhouse gas emissions. WWF's climate change activities on the Tibetan Plateau include WWF's worldwide "Climate Witness Programme," which seeks to document the real world impacts of climate change on the lives of people directly dependent on the land, such as livestock herders and farmers, through interviews with these rural dwellers. WWF is also funding original scientific research on the impacts of climate change the Tibetan Plateau's water resources and grassland ecosystems. WWF is using the findings of all these efforts to develop climate change adaptation strategies for both nature conservation and future economic development activities on the plateau.
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